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PRESBYTERIAN NEWS PHOTO 


At Sao Paulo, Brazil, Dr. John M. Alexander,left, t:lks to Brazilian church officials about the new Meth- 
odist Mobile Chapel. A complete unit in a Willys stati-n wagon, the chapel has its own generator. Preaching 
and recorded religious music can be produced in town: having no electrical current. Dr. Alexander found 
limited facilities for Protestant radio work in Brazil bit says field is “wide open.” 
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Sept. 18, 1952. 


Dear Sir: 


I was surprised to read the article by L.N.B. 
“Certainty And Security” (Journal, 9-17-52, Page 
4), and discover that without ‘“‘such assurance one 
is not prepared to live—nor is he prepared to die.” 
Dr. Bell should read Chapter XX:III of our Con- 
fession of Faith: “‘A true believer may wait long 
and conflict with many difficulties before he be par- 
taker of it ... therefore it is the duty of everyone 
to give all diligence to make his calling and election 
sure.” Then is it “high time” to discontinue your 
work in the Church until assurance is received? 


Respectfully in Christ, 
Curtis C. Goodson. 


Mr. Goodson’s criticism of these assertigns in the 
editorial in question is justified, for they’ were too 
sweeping. 


However, assurance of salvation—of the fact and 
eficacy of Christ’s finished work, and our faith in 
that work for us as individuals—is based, not on 
our feelings or opinions but rather on God’s word 
and assurance to us, and when we doubt such testi- 
mony there is a serious question as to‘how effective 
we can be in winning others. 


One of the weaknesses of so much that is written 
and said today is a lack of positive convictions, 
either as to the facts of the Christian faith itself or 
of its power to save sinners. 


A reading of all of Chapter XX of our Confes- 
sion of Faith shows that our Church affirms that 
Christians should live with an “infallible assurance 
of faith, founded upon the divine truth of the prom- 
ises of aiv ation.’ 


Certainly one who wishes to win others to a sav- 
ing knowledge of and faith in Jesus Christ should 
have the assurance in his own heart that that which 
he preaches and teaches has been effective in his own 


heart and life! —L.N.B. 
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EDITORIAL’ 
The Church’s One 


Foundation 

It has been our privilege to visit some of the new- 
est and most modern hospitals in the world. Some 
of these are large, others are not significant because 
of their size, but all are characterized by their scien- 
tific planning, their modern equipment and their de- 
sign to bring the very best possible means and tech- 
niques to bear on the diseases of the patients who 
come under their care. 


The ultimate usefulness of a hospital however de- 
pends not on its equipment but rather on the men 
who use the equipment and the advantages available 
to them in modern medicines and techniques. These 
men in turn are eventually judged, not by past train- 
ing, as good as that might be, or by attractive person- 
alities or social graces. They are judged by one thing 
—do the patients get well under their care; do they 
leave the hospital relieved of the illness or condition 
which occasioned their entering it in the first place? 


This analogy carries over into the religious realm. 
Many churches are engaged in ambitious building 
programs. Others now have completed plants in 
which material provision has been made for every 
possible phase of church life in the modern world. 


But, the ultimate usefulness of a church plant is 
determined not by its equipment bur rather by the 
use to which that equipment is put in carrying out 
the primary purpose of the church. 


If an undue percentage of patients die in a certain 
hospital; or if a large number of patients legve such 
an institution unrelieved of their illness, 
strong reason to believe that the staff itself } 
way responsible. 


So in a church, if souls are not being saved, if for 
the preaching of the gospel of redemption there has 
been substituted a program of religious activity only, 
that church is not carrying out its God-given task. 
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The gospel ministry is the highest calling into 
which a man can be led by the Holy Spirit. He be- 
comes a part of an organization but he must never 
iose sight of the fact that his task has to do primarily 
with things of the Spirit. It is possible to have a 
magnificent church plant, activities for church mem- 
bers in which they may engage every day of the weck, 
. comprehensive program for every age and personal 
caste, all geared perfectly and most ably directed by a 
corps of church workers and headed by a minister 
who is attractive personally, well trained and an ab}: 
administrator and yet to fail utterly in the one thing 
which justifies the existence of the church. 


People go to hospitals primarily because they are 
Ul. Entertainment, social adjustments and other ther- 
apeutic adjuncts can well have their place, but what 
that person needs is to be cured of his or her disease 


if possible. 


The world is full of sin-sick souls. The one place 
they have the right to hear the message of deliver- 
ance from sin is in the church of Jesus Christ. In too 
many churches today provision has been made for 
every other need than the one which has to do with 
the eternal destiny of souls. There are ministers who 
preach in such a way that their hearers are developed 
in Christian grace and living while at the same time 
the unsaved hear the paramount message needed for 
their own soul's salvation—redemption through the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. There are 
cthers who seem to assume that all their hearers are 
Chrictians ard whose m<ssages ere developed around 
social emphases and moral issues. Can the wonders 
of God's redeeming love ever be preached too often 
or too emphatically? It is our observation that, 
“those who know it best seem hungering and thirst- 
ing to hear it like the rest.” 


We sometimes wonder if ministers are not too 
polite to each other. Back slapping may be pleasant 
but it is not always good for either party. 

Recently we participated in a meeting of the en- 
tire surgical staffs of two hospitals. These men were 
brutal in their frankness with reference to certain 
matters that had to do with the responsibility to and 
welfare of some patients who were both the private 
and public responsibility of that particular group. 
Later that same evening they sat and took it while 
the department of Pathology criticized certain surg- 
ical procedures in these hospitals. These two con- 
ferences may not have been pleasant for some in- 
volved, but they were good for the patients coming 
under their care. 


While the physician's primary responsibility is for 
the physical welfare of his patients he at the same 


time finds himself under disciplines, checks and criti- 
cisms from his fellow practitioners, all designed to 
make him more careful and considerate of the well- 
being of his patient. 


With the eternal destiny of the souls of men in 
their hands can ministers be careless in their own 
work, or can they in their organizations ( Presbyteries, 
Conferences, Associations, Dioceses or Conventions ) 
fail to exercise either the supervision or, if necessary 
the discipline indicated? 


A church should have a Bible and Christ-centered 
ministry and a program designed to implement the 
faith of believers by channelling it into every day 
Christian living, local and world-wide in its scope. 
In such a church souls will be saved and Christians 
will be developed from babes in Christ into living 
epistles, known ard read of all men. 


Regardless of the physical plant your church may 
possess—THAT should be the result of its ministry. 
—L.N.B. 


Righteousness Exalteth A 
Nation (Not Expediency ) 


The average American, sobered and disillusioned, 
longs for a voice in the political world which, with 
the courage and honesty born of inner conviction, 
will say those things America must hear and heed. 


Our domestic policies must be raised above those 
which are designed to primarily meet the demands 
of individual groups. Americans must be faced with 
the fact that continued deficit spending means de- 
struction of our entire financial structure. They must 
be challenged with the inescapable fact that favored 
groups; whether they be veterans, labor, farmers or 
others, are not actually being helped by a spending 
policy which mortgages the future of the sons and 
daughters of those who are thereby “benefitted”. 


Our foreign policy must not primarily be one of 
national survival, or of expediency. Rather it should 
be based on that which is dictated by righteousness. 
As long as we gear our plans and our policies to a 
fear of what Russia might do we make Russia the 
master of international strategy. This is abundantly 
demonstrated in Korea where rather than fight the 
war to a conclusion, as could have been done months 
ago, we have hesitated, held back, compromised and 
made our own sons the victims of a policy of fear and 
bewilderment unparallelled in the history of our na- 
tion. 

Both at home and abroad we no longer make 
major decisions on a basis determined by whether a 
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thing is right or wrong. There has been one out- 
standing exception to this statement and that has 
been our consistent refusal to forcibly repatriate 
North Korean and Chinese soldiers, many of whom 
have become Christians since their capture. 


When and if we return to righteousness as the 
guiding principle of international policy we will de- 
~ mand the expulsion of Russia and her satellites from 
the United Nations and ourselves break off diplo- 
matic relations with this government which has vio- 
lated and continues to violate every form of decency. 
As it is, Russia continues secretly and openly her plan 
to destroy everything good on which our nation was 
founded and for which she stands. 


But, the American people have no right to blame 
our national leadership for the dilemma in which we 
find ourselves. In the long run and by the last 
analysis our leadership is but a reflection of what we 
are ourselves. 


The Americans who condone and participate in 
social drinking have no right to complain when their 
diplomats and elected representatives make decisions 
of far-reaching importance at home and abroad under 
the numbing and muddling influence of alcohol, as 
is the case today. : 


We Americans have developed a leadership with 
“itching ears”. a leadership performing the gymnastic 
feat of straddling the fence while at the same time 
keeping one ear to the ground. If we want something 
different, if we are to deserve anything different, then 
it is up to us to make it clear that we want righteous- 
ness first and with it we will accept the necessary 
blood, sweat and tears. 

That way lies the road to national survival. 


—L.N.B. 


A Christian 
Grade School 


On Sept. 10th the First Presbyterian Church in 
Hopewell, Va., opened its Christian Grade School 
with over 100 children enrolled. This school has five 
paid teachers and takes children from kindergarten 
through the seventh grade. 


The above information arrived in the same mail 
with the article below and both are significant for 
these days in which we live. —Ed. 


Christian School Revival 

We can truly speak of a Christian school revival. 
According to the latest available figures, the Rom- 
an Catholic enrollment (elementary and _ high 
school) itn the United States increased from 2,431,- 
289 to 2,607,879 during a ten-year period (1938- 
1948). During that same period the non-Catholic 
(largely evangelical) enrollments increased from 
310,365 to 489,742. When reduced to percentages, 
we obtain the following startling statement: 
whereas the Roman Catholic enrollment increased 
seven per cent (a normal gain), the non-Catholic 
enrollment increased sixty per cent. 


The present Christian school revival is an impli- 
cation of the history cf American education. The 
American system of education traditionally was 
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one of private enterprise. A little over a hundred 
years ago—some 50 years after the founding of our 
nation—Horace Mann, “the father of the present 
American public school system,” introduced into 
the American school world a state-supported and 
state-controlled educational system which was 
modeled after the German school system. A Bulle- 
tin of the United States Bureau of Education states 
“The system of public instruction . .. the concep- 
tion of its office, its province, its powers, and du- 
ties were derived from Prussia.” 


What Horace Mann proposed was something new 
in American education. The adoption of a system 
of general education sponsored by a state which 
is divorced from religion was revolutionary in 
character. It implied that our erstwhile Christian 
nation was committed to a secular and a seculariz- 
ing program of education. Although not apparent 
immediately, American education—and with it 
America itself—was henceforth destined to become 
increasingly secular, for the germ of secularism is 
never confined to education. The field of educa- 
tion is unique in this respect. Secularize any other 
field and its evil influence is limited largely to that 
field; secularize education and the blight of secu- 
larity will fall upon every field which the pupil 
enters. The secularization of education spells tne 
dispiritualization of every sphere of life. 


At first few people saw the far-reaching impli- 
cation of state education in a nation committed to 
the separation of state and religion. Dr. A. A. 
Hodge of Princeton fame was an exception. His 
discerning mind saw the end from the beginning. 


-At the time state education was being introduced 


into this country he wrote: 


“T am as sure as I am of the fact of Christ’s 
reign that a comprehensive and centralized 
system of national education, separated from 
religion, as Is now commonly proposed, will 
prove the most appalling enginery for the pro- 
pagation of anti-Christian and atheistic un- 
belief, and of anti-social nihilistic ethics, in- 
dividual, social, and political, which this sin 
rent world has ever seen.” 

(Popular Lectures on Theological 
Themes, Page 281.) 

The incisive warnings of Dr. Hodge and others re- 
sulted in some Christian school activity, but the 
movement was short-lived. This was due in no 
small part to the fact that it was based upon a 
conviction regarding an evil day which, although 
it was bound to come, had not as yet fully dawned. 
For the most part, the early public school was 
Christian in emphasis and people were caught up 
in the illusion that it would remain Christian. 


Except for the parochial schools of the Roman 
Catholics, Lutherans, Seventh Day Adventists, and 
the parent-controlled schools of Reformed per- 
suasion, the privately owned Christian schools 
largely disappeared from the educational horizon. 
In 1920 the non-public school enrollment dropped 
as low as seven and one-half per cent of the total 
enrollment of all schools in the United States of 
clementary and high school level. 


About five years ago—at the time the National 
Association of Christian Schools (which is an 
affiliate of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals) was organized—a sudden upsurge of 
Christian school interest became apparent. Why 
this sudden development? Prophecy has yielded to 
fulfillment. The secularized public school, with its 
blighting effect upon home and church, has in- 
creasingly become a disturbing reality. Increased 
interest in the Christian day school was the natural 
reaction. 5 

—Mark Fakkema, 
Educational Director of NACS. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| of 
at 
if 
() 
d 


“Feeling Wrong About 
Doing Right” 


By Rev. Henry S. Schum 
Guerrant, Ky. 


Many people have felt right about doing wrong. 
lesus said to His disciples, “They shall put you out 
of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that who- 
soever killeth you will think that he doeth God ser- 
vice.” (John 16:2) 

The Apostie Paul, before conversion, felt right 
about helping to fulfill this very prophecy. 


Today there are those who, having left the “only 
infallible guide for faith and conduct” have made 
havoc of God's true workers and works. 


But in these days of a general falling away from 
the faith once delivered to the saints, there is also an- 
other danger—the danger of feeling wrong about 
doing right. 


Sometimes the minority group is right. I believe 
any band of believers which stands unequivocally for 
the Bible as the Word of God will find itself in the 
minority in America today. I believe such minority 
groups are cssentially right. But because these folk 
know they are in a minority, sometimes some of them 
become apologetic. Others feel inferior. Still others, 
because of the extreme pressure brought to bear up- 
on them from liberal elements, are «ven made to feel 
a “guilt complex” for associating with “conserva- 
tives who cause dissention in the Church.” Person- 
ally, I consider most noble in any communion, those 
who have taken unto them the whole armor of God 
and are enabled to stand against the wiles of the 
Devil. With defenders of the faith we should al- 
ways take our stand. It is the best remedy for a 
false guilt complex that | know anything about. 
May none of us ever “feel wrong about doing 
right’ in this day in which we live. 


Do Our Prayers 
Help? 


If tempted to wonder how much our prayers niay 
be helping those for whom we pray the following 
lovely pocm, author unknown, may help encourage 
us: 

PRAYER 
The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy 
That day, and wondered “how?” 
A ploughman, singing at his work, had prayed 
“Lord, help them now.” 


Away in foreign lands they wondered “how” 
Their simple word had power? 

At home, the Christians two or three had met 
To pray an hour. 


Yes, we are always wondering, wondering “how, 
Because we do not see 
Some one, unknown perhaps, and far away, 


On bended knee. 
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You’re missing the inspiration 
lf Yow re Not Reading 


FRONTIERS 
OF HOPE 


‘ 


By CHARLES H. GIBBONEY 


During Church Extension 
Study Season 

You're missing the facts 

clearly arid logically presented in this 


book of our Presbyterian Church’s work 
in our swiftly changing Southland. 


You're missing a challenge 

to the opportunities surrounding your 
local church which must be met now by 
group study and action. 


You're missing the inspiration 


of feeling a part of the great Church Exten- 
sion enterprise of our Church. 


Be Sure To Read 


FRONTIERS OF HOPE 
$1.00 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Box 1176 Box 1020 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1, Tex. 
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“OTHERS” 


By Rev. E. H. Gartrell, Jr. 


One of the exercises in which we Presbyterians ex- 
cel is in patting ourselves on the back. No matter 
how far short we may fall in some category of our 
work, by searching diligently, we can usually find 
some point in which we excel, and thereby find ample 
opportunity for self-congratulations. For instance, 
from the statistics in the “Minutes” we find that this 
last year 1951-52 we have fallen short of the record 
our church made in evangelism the previous year by 
9,667 persons or more than one third of the total 
number gained. But, instead of concerning our- 
selves about this grievous shortcoming, some writer 
seizes upon the fact that, “Of all the major denom- 
inations, we have the largest percentage of per-capita 
giving”. This ig a note-worthy fact but it is stated 
in such a way/is to inflate our ego and make us sat- 
isfied with ourselves. And how do we attain this 
position, by comparing what we give with what we 
have or what we earn? Not at all. Our position is 
gained by comparison with other churches. Surely 
the rebuke of our risen Lord to Peter fits in here. 
John 20:21, 22. “Peter therefore seeing him saith 
to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus 
saith unto him, If I will that hectarry till I come, 
what is that to thee? Follow thou me.” 


Just how do we measure up to the Biblical stand- 
ard of giving? In spite of an intensive campaign to 
encourage Christians to tithe, how does this figure 
compare with a tenth of all the earnings of every 
Southern Presbyterian? Another cause of humility 
and heart searching is that in this last year, with a 
record breaking number of men graduating from our 
seminaries, our Board of World Missions reports a 
net loss of 13 missionaries. But, instead of humbling 
ourselves, we pause to take note that according to 
what other denominations are doing, we have not 
done so bad after all, at least in the matter of giving. 


But there are some interesting facts about the giv- 
ing that every Presbyterian should consider. For our 
purposes here I want to divide our giving into two 
groups, what we spend on owrselves and what we 
spend on others. Now mind you, most of us spend at 
least nine tenths of what we receive on ourselves, 
before we even give God his tenth. Bur, I mean, as 
a church, how do we spend God's tenth? 


By and large, the “Program of Progress” has un- 
doubtedly keen a success. It had other goals besides 
the financial goals. Even the financial goals have 
been widely attained, but in many cases only after 
prolonged and strenuous effort, on the part of few or 
many as the case may be. But, in order to establish 
some basis on which to work, benevolent giving to 
regulap causes was virtually “frozen” at a given year 
(1947 I believe—and that is the basis for these 
figures). During that time there has been a slight 
increase to all benevolences above the 1947 level, buy 
very small, and even yet our whole church has failed 
to raise the six and a half million dollar quota set for 
the five year period. This is what we have done for 
others. 


By the same standards, what have we done for owr- 
selves? Take three separate columns in the “Annual 
Minutes’, Pastor's Salary, Current Expense and Build- 
ing Expense. On a similar basis pastors’ salaries have 
been raised $7,077,866. Current Expenses have 
jumped $20,393,411, and we have spent on Building 
$24,546,471, over and above the rate at which we 
were spending in 1947. This makes a grand total 
of $52,017,748 we used largely for ourselves. 


In addition to this nearly every educational insti- 
tution connected with our Church has had an inten- 
sive money raising and building campaign. One 
North Carolina college, for instance, raised well over 
a million dollars. 


I am not in any way criticising any of these causes, 
but | am appealing for a much greater emphasis on 
benevolent causes, cr what I call “Others”. 1 pray 
that we may be able to sing from the depths of our 
hearts that hymn, “Others” and if need be to drive 
home the point, change that first letter of the word 
live to “g’. 

Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self forgetful way 

That even when I kneel to pray 

My prayer shall be for Others. 
Others, Lord, Yes others, 

Let this my motto be 

Help me to live for others 

That I may live like Thee. 


We probably have it. If you 

don't know the price, just or- 
der today and we'll bill 
you. We havea large va- 
riety of Christian litera- 

ture. Our catalog is # 
yours for the asking. # 


MAIL TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG 


MOODY BOOKSTORE Dept. X762 
La Salle at Chicago Ave., Chicago 10, Illinois i 


Please send me your free catalog. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fesus Demands Sincerity 


Scripture: Matthew 6. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 40:1-8. 


The closing verse of our Devotional Reading is a good beginning for the lesson today: “I delight to do thy 
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” The Lord Jesus, as He came to do the will of the Father, 
is the perfect example of Sincerity. He demands sincerity, also. of those who would follow Him. The Lord 
does not look on the outward appearance but upon the heart. Sincerity must be the key to our approach to 
God. To come in any other manner is to offer insult to the One we would worship. Insincerity was at the 


basis of much of the worship of the Pharisees. 


Lenski calls attention to the fact that the word 
“Father” runs through the chapter. We are children 
of God and our relationship to our Father must be 
free from all hypocrisy, and be characterized by trust 
and confidence. (His Commentary, or “Interpreta- 
tion”, is especially good and many of the thoughts 
expressed in this treatment of the lesson are taken 
directly or indirectly from his excellent work). 


The first verse of the chapter covers all three of 
the opening examples of hypocrisy. The word trans- 
lated “alms” in this particular verse is better ren- 
dered “righteousness” (R.V.), or “good actions’, 
( Weymouth ), or “good deeds”, (Montgomery). The 
Revised Standard Version expresses the thought in a 
very striking way: “Beware of practicing your piety 
before men in order to be seen of them: for then you 
will have no reward from your Father who is in 
heaven”. “Practicing piety before men” seemed to be 
the besetting sin of the Pharisees. 


I. “As the Hypocrites do”: 
1-18: Three examples of Hypocrisy. 


1. In our giving of alms (almsdeeds). A different 
Greek word is used here, a word from which our 
English word eleemosynary, or charitable, comes. To 
give alms, to help those in need, is one of the “good 
deeds” which should characterize the child of God. 
Jesus went about doing good: so should we. But why 
do we give alms? Is it because we love the poor, have 
compassion upon them, and desire to help them, or 
is it that we wish men to see and praise us for our 
generosity? If the latter is the reward we are look- 
ing for, we will get it, but we will receive no re- 
ward from our Father Who is in heaven. Our giving 
should not be for the eyes of men, but im secret, so 
hidden that even our left hand does not know what 
our right hand is doing. Let us be constantly on our 
guard against this spirit of the Pharisee in our 
charitable work. It is easy to fall into this sin. 


2. In our Praying. 


Prayer is a necessary, a vital part of our Christian 
life; it is like breathing. It is one of those “good 
actions” which should mark every child of God. But 
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there are many kinds of praying: there is a careless 
“saying of our prayers”, which is little better than 
the turning of a prayer-wheel by the ignorant de- 
votee of some false religion; there is hypocritical 
praying, the praying of the Pharisee, which is worse 
than useless; it is an affront to our Father in heaven. 
This 1s the kind of praying which Jesus is speaking 
of in these verses; praying to be seen and heard of 
men. So anxious were the Pharisees to be seen and 
heard that they would pray standing in the syna- 
gogues and on the corners of the streets. Then, too, 
they made long prayers, thinking to be heard for their 
“much speaking’—“heap up empty phrases —use 
many words. (This sort of praying has not ceased: | 
thinkal heard some of it over the radio not many 
days ago). 

“Enter into thy closet and shut thy door”. This 
dozs not mean, of course, that we have no public 
prayers, for we are told to pray publicly for our lead- 
ers and for all in authority. It does mean that our 
secret praying be given the most important place in 
our lives. (In studying the life of Solomon, for in- 
stance, we read and admire his great public prayer at 
the dedication of the Temple. We cannot help but 
wonder if Solomon had a secret place of prayer. If 
tic had, would he have departed from God as he did? 
| do not mean that the king was hypocritical in that 
great prayer, for I suppose that he meant every word 
of it, but he failed somewhere, and it may have been 
in his secret praying. At least, there is something for 
us preachers to remember. Are our “Pulpit Prayers” 
backed up by our “Closet Prayers?” 

“To shut the door of one’s own room means to 
pray in complete privacy. All intrusion is barred out, 
the worshipper is alone with God. True praying must 
start in secret since its very nature is personal com- 
munion of the soul with God, and an attitude of 
prayer and any words of prayer that are not intended 
for God but to impress men are the worst possible 
prostitution of prayer. - - - He who has learned thus 
to pray in secret ‘will know, too, how to commune 
with God when other worshippers join him in prayer. 
Therefore, right praying in secret will aid participa- 
tion in public worship”. (Lenski). 
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Then Jesus gives the example. of prayer which ‘1s 
come to be called “The Lord’s Prayer”. It is morc 
“The Disciples’ Prayer’, for it is the one He taugh: 
them to pray. It would be well.to note and emph» 
size what He says about Forgiveness in connection 
with this Prayer. 


5. In our Fasting. 


Fasting and prayer often went together. The jews 
were required by Law to fast once a year, on the Day 
of Atonement. (Sce Leviticus, 23:27 etc.) They 
had instituted other fast days. ‘The Pharisees prac- 
ticed fasting every Thursday and Monday. The Phar- 
isee in the parable boasted that “I fast twice in the 
week”. They did it to secure a reputation for holi- 
ness among the people. They disfigured their faces 
with ashes—"To make a sight”"—for men to see. On 
the contrary we are to hide our fasting trom the cy 
of men. “Anoint thine head and. wash thy face”; do 
not let men know, but only God. 


“Hypocrisy deceives others (the examples abo 
yet it deceives the person guilty of it most of 
From the deception of others Jesus now turns to > 
deception of self, and the example he uses ts the seck- 
ing of perishable treasure instead of the imperish- 


able”. 


Il. “Lay not up for Yourselves 
Treasures upon Earth’: 19-23 


This earth is no safe place to keep treasures. W< 
poor, deceived men and women go to lots of trouble 
and expense to preserve our valuables which we ac- 
cumulate while here. We have our banks, our fire- 
proof vaults and buildings where we store all sorts 
of goods, but thieves break through and steal and 
moth and rust corrupt. I read recently of a man who 
stored banknotes away in his lock box at the bank to 
keep from paying income taxes, and thzy were ruined 
Then, today, we have another kind of thief, cal!<d 
“Inflation” which destroys the value of treasure w- 
try to save. We have all our modern devices, such 
as old age pensions, Social Security, Government 
Bonds, etc., but none of these are proot against 
Inflation or Bankruptcy. 


Then, let us never forget, that even though oui 
earthly treasure may escape all these enemies, we will 


poon have to leave them here. and whose then wi!! 


ill these things be? 


No! This earth is no place for treasure. Let us in- 
est our lives in something more enduring, something 
which we can take with us when we leave. The cur- 
rency of earth is not good in heaven, so we will have 
to exchange our treasures for the kind that is recog 
nized up there. This can be done. 


So many people see only the material things; chen 
eycs look no further than the earth around them, th 
light which is in them is darkness. Let our eye by 
single: Ict us look beyond this world; let us, lik 
Moses see the invisible, for the things which are seen 


ro temnmoral. the which are unseen ere 


LISTEN TO 


‘or Gop AND COUNTRY 


WEEK OF OCTOBER 12 


“Saddle Bags” 


With Chorus And Symphony 


One of a series of radio programs reminding our people 

that this nation was founded on faith in God, that it has 

verown and developed under the blessing of God, but that 

ve now need to claim again that faith which is our na- 

noi noritace. Call your loeal station tor the day and 
time of this weekly broadcast. 


Christian Mmphasis Educational Excellence 


Fricndly Personal Attention Small Classes 
‘Vests And Guidance 
College tusiness Administration Preparatory 
\partments For Married Students Korean Veterans 


Second Semester Begins January 28, 1953 


Presbyterian Junior Colle 


ge 
Box J8-W Maxton, North Carolina. 


FOR RENT One of Montreat’s most spa- 
cious, modern and beautiful homes. Furnished, 
modern kitchen, automatic oil heat, five bed- 
rooms, four baths, library, etc., etc. Available at 
$100.00 per month until June 1, 1953. For infor- 
mation write: P. O. Box 109, Montreat, N. C. | 


WANTED—A man and his wife, Christian people, to live 
in the home of an aged minister, for protection, especially 
at night. The house is a seven- or eight-room cottage, heated 
with gas, two baths, four bedrooms, and all modern con- 
veniences. He has cook and housekeeper to care for him 
during the day. Liberal terms are offered for the right kind 
of people. Address: Box 73, Route No. 8, Concord, N. C. 


It is said of John Wesley that when he died he left 
‘three silver teaspoons and The Methodist Church”. 
Kie had little of this world’s goods to leave behind 
him; he had invested his life in the Souls of Men! 
His wcoalth was safe in heaven. 


..rve two masters. We will have to 
od and gold: which shall it be? 


Hl. “lake no thought’: 


No men can 


choose between ¢ 


be not anxious : 


“Step worrying for your life” (Lenski). 


How px nk worry! 


sin: 1018 ac 


Worry is not only a foolish 
estructive sin; it is a shameful sin. It is 


foolish, for it is impos _ for us to do anything about 


most of the rings we worry over; it is destructive, 
for it tokes our end injures our health; it 
it shameful, for it dishonors our Father. 
The remedy for worry is to put first things first, 
dd have faith in our Father. “Do not, therefore worry 
w,. sufficient for the day is the trouble 
day's trouble be sufficient for 


see Len-k: on this: he is especially fine here. ) 


| 
| 
| | 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 19 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


The Church And Human Rights 


Devotional 
Hymn—‘‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul” 
Prayer 
Hymn—“‘‘Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed’”’ 
Offering 
Hymn—"‘Brightly Beams Our Father's Mercy” 
Scripture—John 8:31-47 


Program Chairman 

Our program tonight deals with “the Church and 
Human Rights”, and is of vital importance if we are 
to understand the part we are to play in serving a 
needy. torn and suffering world, in which there is 
much of injustice, oppression and tyranny. There are 
many answers which are offered when the question is 
asked, “What responsibility has the church in de- 
fending human rights and liberties?” The answer 
we will consider tonight reaches to the very heart 
of the matter, dealing not with surface conditions, but 
with basic causes and permanent cures. Our first 
speaker will present something of the need, or the 
conditions that exist as we know them. 


First Speaker 

A great many things enter our minds when we 
consider this matter of “human rights”. We think 
of oppressed peoples in many parts of the world, liv- 
ing under the dominion of communism or other 
tyrannical forms of government. We think of those 
multiplied millions who are slaves to superstition, ig- 
norance, poverty and disease. We cannot disregard 
those who because of racial background are denied 
the liberty, equality, and fraternity to which all are 
entitled in our own beloved land. We are not un- 
mindful of the reasons for nor the results of discrim- 
ination in our own southland. Ie is a blot on our 
record that we would do well to remove. Perhaps it 
is not as bad as the caste system in India; nor is it as 
vicious as the anti-Semitism that cost the lives of 
some six million Jewish people in Europe during 
the last war. Nevertheless, discrimination in any 
form is contrary to the expressed statement of God's 
word that He is no respecter of persons, and will not 
look with favor upon that attitude as entertained in 
the minds of His people. We Presbyterians are often 
prone to do the very thing God forbids through His 
servant James, by catering to the “upper” classes, neg- 
lecting the poor and socially unfortunate. The Church 
of Jesus Christ should have a heart of love for all who 
are in need, regardless of their station in life or the 
color of their skin. 
Program Chairman 

Thank you. Surely we should be ashamed when 
we consider the vast need of multitudes the world 
around and then take stock of what we are actually 


OCTOBER 8.1952 


doing to help. We should ask the Lord to wake us 
up, and give us strength to go and minister in His 
name. Our second speaker will deal with the reason 
for conditions as we know them. 


Second Speaker 

Back of all the conditions which have been brought 
to our attention lies one basic cause. It is the poison 
root from which these evils have come. One word 
expresses it as can no other: SIN. Evil came into 
the world whea man disobeyed God. The world is 
reaping what it has sown. 


The Apostle Paul, in the first chapter of Romans, 
gives a striking statement concerning the cause of the 
world’s confusion and misery. “Because that, when 
they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God 
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 
Wherefore God gave them up ... ” Because men 
utterly disregarded God they became “ ... filled 
with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; fully of envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, 
haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors 
of evil things, disobedient to parents, without under- 
standing, covenant breakers, without natural affec- 
tion, implacable, unmerciful: who knowing the 
judgment of God, that they commit such things are 
worthy of death, not only do the same, but have 
pleasure in them that-do them.”’ 


I've yviven you the whole passage that you might 
clearly see from God's word that all of the shame, 
misery, oppression, heartache and tears of the human 
race are but by-products of the one basic evil, that 
of rebellion against God. 


Program Chairman 

Thank you very much. When we hear a passage 
like that it calls to mind the words of Jeremiah, who 
said, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked; who can know it?” Our third 
speaker will give the remedy, or what the Church 
can do to show its interest in “human rights.” 


Third Speaker 


There are those who feel that the problems of men 
can be solved by education. Others advocate inter- 
national legislation as a ground for equity and free- 
dom. Some would find the solution in social service, 
or through a balance of distribution of goods. How- 
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ever, it is obvious to those who will take time to 
think that none of these nor all of them together will 
provide an adequate answer. 


Education did not make a peaceful people of the 
Japanese, nor did it soften the heart of the German 
nation as evidenced by the recent war. The League 
of Nations did not bring world peace nor provide 
universal prosperity, and there is nothing to indi- 
cate, at this point, that the United Nations will suc- 
ceed where the League failed. The Marshall plan, 
while noble in its aims and generous in its spirit, has 
not created the feeling of friendship that we hoped 
it would generate in the hearts of the suffering peo- 
ple of Europe, nor will it provide sufficient arms to 
enable them to defend themselves against aggression. 


Only one program can provide the solution to our 
problems, alleviate the suffering of men, bring peace 
among them, and grant the liberty which we love 
and for which many are longing. It is the program 
of Jesus Christ, clearly stated in His parting words 
to His disciples, “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel. . . . Teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 


Where the gospel has been proclaimed, captives 
have been set free, living conditions have ever im- 
proved, love has prevailed, and peace has been en- 
joyed. For five years, in our Program of Progress, 
We announced to the world, “Christ Is The Answer!” 
The Program of Progress may end, but the answer 
is still the same. “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever.” When men know Him whom to 
know aright is life eternal, they will respect “human 
rights”, and supply human needs. He taught the 
world the meaning of liberty when He died to free 
men from the bondage of corruption; He taught the 
world the meaning of equality when He said, “who- 
soever will may come;” and He gave the deepest 
meaning of fraternity when He said, “Love one an- 
other as I have loved you.” 

Program Chairman 

Thank you very much. Truly when we regard 
“human rights” in the light of God's love, we'll begin 
to understand that the greatest thing the Church can 
do is preach the gospel which is still “the power of 
God unto salvation.” 


Closing Prayer. 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Pueraiture - Steles 
_ Embreideries Vestmeats 
= Meagiags - Commveilce 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


AD 


10 


LITTLE JETTS YOUTH TALKS 
Wade C. Smith 
Price $2.00 — Order From 


Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Introduction Page And Titles 
To The 50 Chapters 


FOREWORD 
Fellows, I am glad to have these little chats 
with you by the means of a Book. Next to 
talking to you face to face, it is one of the 
highest privileges I know. One way to stay 
young (in spirit at least) is to keep in touch 
with young people. 

Youth is such a transient thing; picks up 
with you early in life, frolics with you a few 
years, then slips away, and you find yourself 
at grips with the serious business of life. 

Bishop Berkeley says: “‘Our youth we can 
have but today; we may always find time to 
grow old.” We begin to reckon with Time 
quite early in life, but Time gets shy with us 
more and more as the years pass, and acceler- 


ates its speed. 
When as a child 

I laughed and wept— 
Time crept. 

When as a youth 

I dreamed and talked— 
Time walked. 

When I became 

A full-grown man— 
Time ran. 

Then as with years 

I older grew— 
Time flew. 

Soon I shall find 

As I travel on— 
Time GONE! 


~ 

~ 
> 


Thus I am happy to 
‘think on these things’’ 
with you, “now in the 
days of thy youth while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt 
say, I have no pleasure in them.” 

I would suggest that when you read these 
chapters, make sure to have your Bible 
alongside, in order that you may turn to the 
references given beneath the etchings, 
thereby identifying them with the written 


story. 
Yours for life’s highest satisfactions, 
The Author. 
Titles To Chapters: 
Tight Places Salt 
Two Stalwarts Magic Fire 
Your Empire A Star 
A Notorious Liar Idols 
Profanity Lightning 
A Lady Mistakes 
Two Ways Seizing The Government 
Wimpy The Strongest Man 
Fruit The Sandwich Man 
At Home A Bad Slice And A 
The Spark Friendly Tree 
100% Thou Shalt Not Steal 
“Giz” Whistling In The Base- 
ment 


Jonah’s Boner The Heritage Of Jacob 
Room A-Plenty From Waterboy To Presi- 
Mystery dent 

Two Morticians What Price Glory? 
Prejudice Jacob Made Over 

Jericho Rock And Sand 

The Blueprint Flesh And Spirit 

The Great Game God's Signature 

Making A Living Eiffel Tower 


Wanted—Man Ase’s Death 
Grasshoppers Sir Bartle 
Decisions A Woman Spark Plug 


A Real Fellow 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WOMEN’S WORK 


Confused Children For 
A Confused Age 


My fifth grade in school were to have a course in 
art. I, who had watched the Japanese children from 
the third grade up, sit upon the hillsides sketching, 
had wondered why the American children were so 
untrained in art. I was soon to have the answer. 


The art instructor was given the first hour of my 
day, every day for six weeks. I sat back and watch- 
ed the performance with a great deal of interest, 
then with positive alarm. There were many inter- 
esting things given to the children to do—potato 
printing, linoleum prints, finger painting designs, 
designs for book covers. I learned along with the 
children, and found delight in the learning. One 
day the instructor gave them colored paper for 
cutting flowers: “Not like real flowers, but like 
you think a flower should look.’’ The children turn- 
ed to look at me with this question in their eyes: 
“Is the woman daft?” | dared not look at them for 
fear they would read the answer in my eyes. They 
took up their scissors and began to cut “high wide 
and handsome.” The results were pure chance, of 
course, and mounted on a contrasting color made 
lovely designs for the most part. If they had just 
been called designs in the first place and not 
flowers. The next step was to take wire, newspaper 
and gobs of gooey paste, “To make ‘animules!’”’ 
instructed the teacher, ‘“‘They’re not to look like 
real animals but like you think animals should 
look.” I was aghast. I tried to think what would 
come into my mind at such instruction. For a mo- 
ment my mind was a total blank. Then I decided, 
were I a child, I would simply choose an animal and 
go to work. This is what most of them did. Some of 
them, however, literally put their tongues in their 
cheeks and went to work. Such monstrocities came 
forth! I was gratified that most of them made their 
animals with four legs. After a full week, of five 
precious teaching hours, they all marched to the 
trash can with their finished products and cast 
them in, the moment the teacher left the room. 
Utter disgust was written upon their faces. 


It was then that the slogan crept into my mind: 
“Confused children for a confused age.”’ Inwardly 
I cried out against this confusion, and asked myself 
over and over again: ‘““‘What are we doing to these 
children? These who need to see things as they 
actually are. These children who are destined to 
bear so many of the world’s problems. What have 
they to do with things which are so senseless?”’ 


Day by day, I could see revolt mounting in them. 
I wondered when it would break forth. I had not 
long to wait. The teacher, one day, brought in The 
Green Violinist, a print which she joyfully held be- 
fore them and told them it was the choice of chil- 
dren, a favorite of all. Let me deseribe the picture. 
There sat a lopsided figure, evidently meant to be a 
man, green as a bright-green leaf—face, hands and 
all. He was supposedly holding a violin—if one 
could do so with both hands wide open. He sat upon 
a sort of out-house, while a pink duplicate of him- 
self floated above. 


I looked over the room, to see if there was a 
spark of enthusiasm in the room. There was not 
one! No amount of enthusiasm on the teacher’s 
part made a face light up. After elass, I followed 
the teacher out of the room to say: “The children 
did not think much of that picture. I can’t believe 
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that it is the choice of children unless they have 
been led by teachers to enjoy that sort of thing.” 
I could see that the teacher considered that I had 
stepped out of my realm—I knew nothing of art. 
I did not care. I, along with the children, was fed 
up completely. 


(Later, Time Magazine printed the seven fa- 
vorite pictures of all the thousands who pass 
through the National Museum. The first choice was 
The Girl With The Watering Can—a small, chubby 
girl in a velvet dress, seated on a bench with a 
watering can held in her hand. There were flowers 
all about her, which really looked like flowers. We 
kept it on the bulletin board for all to see and 
enjoy.) 


It was the picture of the girl with green hair 
which made them boil over the top. One of the 
girls thought it crazy for an artist to paint green 
hair when there were so many lovely shades to be 
had. The instructor leveled her off with sarcasm, 
but it did not stop the chain reaction. It was ex- 
plosive, complete and final. | made no move to stop 
them, I gloried in the spunk of red-blooded Amer- 
ican children. According to them the whole bus- 
iness of so-called modern art is foolishness and non- 
sensical. One girl summed it up neatly in this sen- 
tence: “It makes me terribly unhappy.” When the 
teacher looked to me for help in a rebellious situa- 
tion, she must have read my heart. There was pure 
pride in my wonderful group of children—these 
same children who loved to sing “A Mighty Fort- 
ress Is Our God,” “There’s A Wideness In God’s 
Mercy,” “In Christ There Is No East Or West,” 
‘““God Bless Our Glorious Land,” just could not be 
made to like what they did not like, just because 
someone thought they should. Later the teacher 
and I met for conference. She was angry over the 
outspoken children, | was delighted and said so. 


“The trouble with you is that you are a hopeless 
realist,”’ she told me heatedly. 


“‘And so I shall remain, please God,” I said rev- 
erently. 


At home that evening, I confided to my husband. 
“If the communist are not using modern art as an 
instrument to confuse us as a people, they are miss- 
ing a wonderful instrument,” I told him then of the 
children’s rebellion. 


That very night, I read where an artist friend of 
ours had lectured in Charlotte, N. C. In her lecture 
she made the same statement, except that she made 
it a statement of fact. I went to see this artist, and 
to discuss with her the things which deeply con- 
cerned me. She told me many interesting things 
which cannot be recorded here. One thing she said 
was, that we have so long perpetrated such teach- 
ing, it is now almost impossible to get a teacher 
who can really draw or paint. They simply give a 
child a sheet of paper and tell him to express him- 
self. It makes just as much sense as to tell a child 
to work arithmetic without his ever having had the 
multiplication tables. Yet that, is what is happening 
to our children all over the country. Japanese chil- 
dren are taught perspective, shadings and color as 
they are taught to write their language. Conse- 
quently they have it all the days of their lives, to 
use and enjoy. Our children are only disgusted and 
confused. My friend, the artist, gave me the name 
of the man in our country who believes that all 
modern art is inspired by Russian Artists for the 
purpose of confusing us. He is Hon. George Don- 
lero, Representative from Michigan. I wrote to Mr. 
Donlero. He sent me copies of his speeches from 
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the congressional records. They tell us much that 
we should know. You can order them for your- 
selves. For instance, Picasso says of his art, that it 
is communistic for he himself is a communist! How 
much more need he have said to us? How dumb 
can we be? 


This is another field where well informed Chris- 
tian women must take a stand. These are desperate 
times, we can’t play on the job. For my stand 
against it I lost my teaching job. Maybe there is a 
more important job for me to do. We'll wait to see. 

Matsu (Mrs. Vernon) Crawford, 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


A Faithful Pioneer 


Although Mrs. Alma Willis Sydenstricker has not 
lived in Mississippi for some time, we claim her as 
our own since she was a pioneer in our Presby- 
terian Woman’s Work. 


She was reared in Missouri, and married Dr. 
H. M. Sydenstricker, who soon became pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., at West Point, 
Miss. Mrs. Sydenstricker showed great interest in 
the Women of the Church, and in 1907 was a 
leader in organizing Tombeckbee Presbyterial 
Union, being elected its first President. Tom- 
beckbee was later made a part of East Mississippi 
Presbytery. 


Truly she was a pioneer, and is the only living 
member of the little group of women who were in- 
vited to meet at the home of Mrs. W. C. Wins- 
borough in Kansas City, Mo., in May, 1912, to pre- 
pare plans for an overhead organization to be pre- 
sented to the General Assembly at Bristol, Va. At 
this meeting the named had to be selected. Mrs. 
Sydenstricker suggested “Board,’”’ and another sug- 
gested “Council,” but the name “Auxiliary” was 
adopted. The Assembly approyed the overture even 
without any discussion. 


In June, 1912, when Mississippi Synodical Aux- 
iliary was organized at Belhaven College, Mrs. 
Sydenstricker was elected President. She was not 
present when elected, because of her husband’s ill 
health, and felt she should not accept the office, but 
Dr. Sydenstricker, who was heart and soul in the 
movement, urged her not to decline the offer. She 
served five years, the term of office not being 
limited until later. 


After Dr. Sydenstricker’s death in 1914, Mrs. 
Sydenstricker taught European History in our Miss- 
issippi State College for Women at Columbus for 
two years, leaving there in 1917 to teach Bible at 
Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga. She was the head 
of the Bible Department there for twenty-six years, 
and was the first woman to hold that position. 


During her early years at Agnes Scott College, 
Mrs. Sydenstricker assisted Mrs. Winsborough in 
planning the /programs and teaching at the Mon- 
treat Conferénces. 


_ It was Mrs. Sydenstricker who wrote an article 
in The Presbyterian Survey which began the cam- 
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paign for building the Winsborough Building at 
Montreat, which was completed in 1917. 


Mrs. Sydenstricker’s great interest in all phases 
of Christian work carried her with Mrs. Wins- 
borough to the first Christian Conference of Negro 
Women at Tuscaloosa, Ala., in 1916, and again in 


1920. 


Her long devotion to Bible study and teaching 
prompted her to go to New York in 1949, where 
she spent a year attending Bible classes in both 
Union Seminary and Columbia University. 


Would that more of us could say that our influ- 
ence has redeemed and transformed the lives of as 
many young people, and their generations to fol- 
low, as has the influence of this radiantly Christian 
pioneer. She now lives at Batesville, Ark., where, 
with the love of Bible teaching still lingering, she 
is teaching the Scriptures to an _ inter- 
denominational class of women. 

Mrs. Myrtle G. Hicks, 
Jackson, Miss. 


A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
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© Military Training for Reserve Commissions 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Radio In Brazil 


A series of Presbyterian radio programs for our 
North Brazil Mission will soon be a reality. The 
component parts were recorded this summer in 
Brazil. Dr. John M. Alexander and Mr. Warde 
Adams, of the Division of Radio and Television of 
the Board of Church Extension, have just returned 
to Atlanta, Ga., with reels of electronic tape con- 
taining sermons, sacred music and announcer’s 
parts, all by the Brazilians themselves. 


This trip to Brazil was taken at the request of 
the Presbyterian U. S. Board of World Missions. 
Dr. Alexander took with him some of the finest 
electronic tape recording equipment which is avail- 
able on the market today. There are duplicate units 
for most of the equipment. A recording studio will 
be erected in Recife, Pernambuco, to house the re- 
cording units. 


The beginnings of a library of religious music by 
Brazilian choirs is now in Atlanta. The studio in 
Recife and recording units in other cities will con- 
tinue to send in additional music and sermons, 
which in turn will be edited and processed in this 
country and returned to Brazil. 
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The Presbyterian series now in preparation will 
be addressed to this question: “Have you found 
peace with God?” The preachers are all Brazilians, 
being for the most part ministers of the National 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil. The announcer is 
an elder in the Boa Vista Presbyterian Church in 
Recife. The choir, which will be called the Evan- 
gelical Choir, is composed of groups from the Bib- 
lical Institute and the Presbyterian Seminary of 
North Brazil. One of the choir directors was Prof. 
Alwaro Costa, of the faculty of Agnes Erskine Col- 
lege, and the other was the Rev. Ismael Andrade, a 
recent graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary 
in Decatur, Ga., who has returned to his homeland 
as a pastor and teacher. The Rev. Mr. Andrade has 
a wide acquaintance in our Assembly. 


Evangelical churches in Brazil for fhe most part 
are very progressive as to method.”~Our schools 
have done an outstanding job in training the lead- 
ership and membership of the Brazilian churches. 
Steps are being taken to establish a printing and 
publishing house in Recife. A fleet of airplanes now 
take our evangelists into the interior in a matter of 
hours instead of weeks and months. And now here 
comes radio, which can prepare the way for our 
evangelists by letting the people know what we 
preach and what kind of people we are. 


Meeting Of Synod 


Of Texas 


The Synod of Texas met at Presbyterian Mo- 
Ranch Assembly, near Hunt, Tex., September 9-11. 
214 ministers and 118 elders were present, making 
it the second largest Synod on record, being ex- 
ceeded only by last year’s centennial meeting. 
Since this year marked the fiftieth anniversary of 
the opening of Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary under its present name, Rev. David L. 
Stitt, the Seminary President, was unanimously 
elected Moderator. Rev. Dan. E. Goldsmith, of 
Texarkana, was chosen temporary clerk. 


This year’s program included the devotional 
features provided by a special worship committee 
which was named last year. Dr. James I. McCord 
had prepared five services of worship at the com- 
mittee’s request. Four of these were led by Dr. 
W. M. Elliott, Jr., and the last one by the Moder- 
ator at the close of the meeting. In connection with 
three of these services, the committee had secured 
Dr. Carlton C. Allen, Chaplain of Trinity Univer- 
sity, to present three book studies from the Bible. 
Synod heartily approved this feature of its program 
and voted to make it a permanent part of each 
meeting. 


Since the re-organization of the Synod in 1950, 
the entire organization has been left rather fluid, 
as the various agencies experimented with different 
ways of conducting their work. Feeling that the 
time had come for stabilizing the organization, 
Synod’s Council presented a complete set of Stand- 
ing Rules to replace the former rules. This was 
docketed for final consideration next year. At that 
time, a Manual will be presented giving details of 
operation for each executive agency. 


Financially, the past year was a good one. Per 
capita contributions rose almost $10.00 to $79.52 
(Assembly’s average $66.41) and benevolent con- 
tributions rose $1.69 to $17.91, with 98.8 percent 
of the budget askings for the year realized. Synod 
assets increased by $710,000.00 to a total of eight 
and a half million in working assets and physical 
plants and two and three-quarter millions in en- 
dowment. However, there was a deficit of 
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$34,000.00 in operating custs which had to be met 
from reserves, largely due to the pinch on educa- 
tional institutions caught between rising costs and 
a temporary decline in students. Prior to 1951, 
each agency has employed its own auditor, but the 
Synod now has its own auditor who this year pre- 
sented a summary audit report of all agencies. 


Since the last Synod meeting, Rev. E. F. Deutsch, 
Synod’s Director of Evangelism, had resigned to 
re-enter the pastorate. Rev. R. Bruce Brannon was 
secured to take his place. The report on evangelism 
showed 2,504 additions by profession and a net 
gain for the year in Synod membership of 3,591. 
A significant action of Synod involved a plan for a 
Synodwide evangelistic program next March and 
April, with the entire State covered with publicity 
and all churches co-operating. 


Other significant actions included the approval 
of an asking budget for 1953 which is 16 percent 
larger than that for this year, acceptance of a goal 
of $256,520.00 for the Negro Work Campaign and 
sending of it to the Presbyteries, enthusiastic ap- 
proval of The Texas Presbyterian, Synod’s news- 
paper which was launched last year and will con- 
tinue next year with eight issues planned; ap- 
proval of the Constitution of the Texas Council of 
Churches and election of 25 representatives to at- 
tend the organizing convention; approval of a child 
placement and adoption service and authorization 
of a commission to set it up; a forward looking 
program for educational work, and a long-range 
program for its Mexican work. 


Rev. Malcolm L. Purcell resigned as Stated Clerk 
due to inability to carry the work with his other 
duties, and Rev. T. H. Pollard resigned as Assistant 
Clerk, both effective October 1. Mr. E. A. Dean, 
Synod’s Executive Secretary-Treasurer, was elect- 
ed Stated Clerk, thus making his office truly the 
central office for all of Synod’s work. Rev. H. B. 
Streater was chosen Assistant Clerk. 


Synod accepted the invitation of Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas for the next meet- 
ing, September 15, 1953, and chose Mr. L. R. Klein, 
an elder of that Church and President of the Mo- 
Ranch Board of Trustees, as Moderator-nominee. 


Malcolm L. Purcell, Stated Clerk. 


Theological Students Offered 


Probationary Commissions 


Probationary appointments leading to appoint- 
ments in the Chaplain Corps of the Naval Reserve 
have been offered to theological students who are 
in attendance at approved schools of theology, the 
Navy has announced. 


Qualified applicants who are members of the 
Naval Reserve will be allowed to resign from their 
present commissions, if commissioned, or will be 
discharged for the convenience of the government, 
if enlisted, in order to accept appointments in the 
grade of Ensign, Probationary, 1135 (Theological), 
U.S.N.R. These provisions do not apply to active 
duty personnel. 


All applications must include a statement from 
the Dean of their school, transcripts of pre- 
theological college work and ecclesiastical endorse- 
ment from the National Headquarters of their 
Church. 


Interested officers should submit their resigna- 
tions from present commission and request appoint- 
ment as Ensign, Probationary, 1135 (Theological), 
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U.S.N.R., via the Commandant of their Naval Dis- 
trict and the Commanding Officer of their organ- 
ized unit. 


Interested theological students should apply at 
their nearest Navy Recruiting Station and Office of 
Naval Officer Procurement for processing of their 
applications. 


If the studénts discontinue their academic train- 
ing, withdraw from their school, or fail academi- 
cally, or if the\ fail to be selected for a superseding 
appointment in‘the Chaplain Corps, they will be 
allowed to resign or will be separated from the 
Naval Reserve for cause and will receive honorable 
discharges. 


Those approved for superseding appointment 
following completion of their academic training 
will be offered appointments as Lieutenant (junior 
grade) in the Chaplain Corps. 


Mission N otes 


Nashville, Tenn. (RN )—Dr. and Mrs. C. Darby 
Fulton and Dr. James \A. Jones, pastor, Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., will sail on 
September 26 from the Belgian Congo. An account 


of their trip and visit to our mission stations in Africa 


will be given in this paper shortly. 


Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller of our Congo Mis- 
sion will also sail for the States on September 26. 
They will be returning for their regular furlough 
year. 


Dr. Joseph Hopper has flown home from Korea 
and is now in Nashville for medical attention. He 
arrived September 15. 


Nashville, Tenn. (PN).—Mrs. John Stout, of our 
East Brazil Mission, is flying to this country on an 
emergency health furlough. She will arrive on Sep- 
tember 25 and go immediately to Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. 


Dr. and Mrs. Paul Crane, of our Korea Mission, 
announce the birth of a son, John Curtis, on Sep- 
tember 4, in Atlanta, Ga. The Cranes have been in 
this country on furlough and hope to be returning 
to Korea soon. 


Miss Florence Root, of our Korea Mission, will 
sail from Pusan on September 2 on her way to this 
country for her furlough. Miss Root remained in 
Korea throughout the Communist invasion although 
she had to go into hiding a part of that time. She is 
returning for her regular furlough which was de- 
layed by conditions in Korea. 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Foley, of our Brazil 
Mission, announce the birth of a son, Stephen 
Mark, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on September 6. 


SUGGESTION 


Suggestion! Does the public library in your city 
receive a copy of THE JoURNAL? How about your 
church library? YMCA? YWCA? Investigate 
now. If these, or any other worthy institutions, such 
as hospitals (reading rooms), are not receiving a 
copy, there could be no finer gift that you could 
make than to give a JOURNAL subscription. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


“ISAIAH FIFTY-THREE.” By Edward J. 
Young. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. 


Many Christians consider Isaiah fifty-three to be 
the greatest chapter in the Old Testament. On the 
other hand this chapter has been severely criticised 
and attacked. Because of the latter attitude, Dr. 
Young says it is well to ask ourselves whether we 
really are justified in referring the words of this 
prophecy to the atonement of Christ. Can we as 
true believers in the Saviour read these statements 
in Isaiah and apply them to the One who died for 
us upon Calvary? In other words, is the time hon- 
ored attitude of the Christian heart toward this 
chapter justified or not? The author believes very 
firmly that it is justified. He asserts that the Pro- 
phet was not speaking of himself but of another and 
that One of whom he was speaking was the One 
who was crucified in the first century of our era. 


Dr. Young presents a verse by verse study of this 
majestic chapter. The meaning of each word is con- 
sidered. Such a procedure brings the reader face to 
face with Calvary. Dr. Young states that the last 
three verses of Isaiah fifty-two form the introduc- 
tion to the fifty-third chapter and therefore, he be- 
gins his study with these verses. 


Concluding an excellent exegetical study of this 
sublime passage, Dr. Young avers, “Others may 
try to explain the chapter as primarily a human 
message called forth by certain circumstances ex- 
isting in the Prophet’s day. He, however, who is 
willing to accept the testimony of the Bible as truth- 
worthy knows that it is nothing of the sort. 'He 
knows that it is what it claims to be and what the 
New Testament says it is, a prophecy concerning 
God’s Servant who was to deliver mankind from, 
the guilt and pollution of sin and he would bow ; 
humble adoration before God of history and 
prophecy who, in the sending of His only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, has so wondrously fulfilled that 
which He earlier revealed unto His servant, the 
Prophet concerning Him who was wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.” 


It should be pointed out that Dr. Young holds to 
the unified authorship of Isaiah and not the modern 
hypothesis of two or more authors. He believes that 
the tradition of past ages and the testimony of the 
whole Bible and especially the statements of the 
New Testament should be sufficient to validate the 
conservative position. Bible be'ieving Christians will 
concur in his statement: ‘‘For our part we are will- 
ing to accept the testimony of the New Testament. 
We believe that the words of the New Testament 
are true and faithful.”’ 


Discerning Christians will receive a great bless- 
ing from this volume. It will enrich any Christian’s 
library — minister or layman. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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“THE PROGRESS OF DOGMA.” By James 
Orr. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $3.50. 


James Orr was a massive, rugged, and fearless 
thinker of the past generation. His influence on 
behalf of the conservative interpretation of Chris- 
tianity has been tremendous. It is gratifying, there- 
fore, to know that the Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company has brought out the greatly needed 
reprint of ‘““The Progress of Dogma.” 


Lecture one discusses the fundamental problem 
—-Is there a recognizable law in the progress of 
dugma and if so, what need does it afford in deter- 
mining our attitude to theological system? 


The second lecture discusses early apologetic and 
ruidamental religious ideas—controversy with pa- 
yatusm and gnosticism in the second century. 


‘The doctrine of God, especially the concept of 
God as triune, is the burden of the third lecture. 


Lecture four continues the discussion of the pre- 
vious lecture and brings it up to the fourth century. 
Arianism and the Nicean Council receive special 
attention in this chapter. 


Lecture five presents the doctrine of man and sin 
and features the Augustinian and Pelagian contro- 
versy of the fifth century. 


Christological controversies from the fifth to the 
seventh centuries are explained in lecture six. 


The doctrine of Atonement, especially as devel- 
oped by Anselm and Abelard, is found in lecture 
seven. Views of the Atonement from the eleventh 
to the sixteenth centuries are presented. 


The doctrine of the application of redemption, 
that is such doctrines as justification by faith and 
regeneration, are discussed in lecture eight. The 
differences between the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic views are outlined. 


Lecture nine presents post-reformation theology. 
Lutheranism and Calvinism are analyzed. 


The last chapter submits a modern restatement 
of the problems of theology, especially as relating 
to the doctrine of last things. 


No one needs to be a technical theologian to un- 
derstand what Dr. Orr has written here. He has 
given us a book for laymen as well as ministers. It is 
a book for the mature Christian but is also for one 
who is seeking a deeper understanding of Christian- 
ity. It is a book that is worthy of not only being 
read but reread. —John R. Richardson. 


“THE WITNESS OF LUKE JO CHRIST.” 
By Ned B. Stonehouse. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


This volume under review contains special lec- 
tures which the author delivered under the auspices 


of the Free Church College in Edinburgh in the 
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spring of 1949. It is really a sequel to the author’s 
former volume, “The Witness of Matthew and 


Mark to Christ.” 


The basic concern of this volume has been the 
exegesis of the Sacred Text. Therefore, the chapters 
are presented as studies in the interpretation of the 
Third Gospel. Dr. Stonehouse holds that the im- 
portance of turning back again and again to the 
Bible itself to discover what it actually says can 
hardly be exaggerated. He points out that con- 
temporaneous study abounds with modernizations 
of Jesus and the Gospels and betrays a tragic lack 
of exegetical fidelity. 


One of the finest chapters is number seven, which 
deals with the “‘Death and Resurrection.” Here the 
author affirms, ““The story of the passion and death 
of Christ and of His resurrection is presented as the 
accomplishment of the Divine purpose. Jesus Him- 
self is not merely passive in the developments lead- 
ing to the goal. Since the knowledge of the Divine 
will controls His thought of His mission, He ac- 
tively and self-consciously labors to bring about the 
destined Consummation ... Luke plainly believed 
not only that Christ brought the Gospel but also 
that He was its principal content. For Luke, Christ 
was pre-eminently the Saviour who came to seek 
and to save the lost.” 


The last chapter on ““The Kingdom and the Mes- 
siah” gives an excellent summary of the nature of 
the Kingdom. The author stresses the fact that the 
Kingdom of God may be said to be God-centered 
and God-given. As God-centered it is basically 
viewed as the realization of the rule of God involv- 
ing the glorification of His holy name and the per- 
formance of His righteous will on the part of men. 
Only then can it be a Kingdom or realm in which 
men participate in Divine blessings. It is God-given 
in that it depends for its realization upon the sov- 
ereign grace of God. If God’s rule is to be estab- 
lished, He must mercifully bring it to pass. Because 
it is a reign of righteousness, it can never be brought 
about through the initiative and as a co-operative 
action of men. The Kingdom is a gift of the Father's 
good pleasure. 


\ From the first chapter to the closing paragraph, 
D 


r. Stonehouse shows us that Luke’s witness to 
Christ is a superb work of devotion and adoration. 
Under the guidance of this able New Testament 
scholar, the Third Gospel becomes more and more 
fascinating. —John R. Richardson. 


THE LORD FROM HEAVEN. By Sir Robert 
Anderson. Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Price $1.50. 


This work deals specifically with the Deity of 
Christ as revealed in the Word of God. The author 
emphasizes the fact that everything in the Christian 
faith rests upon the Deity of Christ and in contend- 
ing for this article of faith we are contending for 


all. 
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